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in the name of the Queen; but Lord Derby disavowed its
action. In fairness to the Home Government it should be
remembered that in 1876 New Guinea, as well as the New
Hebrides, might have been gained for the empire had the
Australian Colonies, in Lord Carnarvon's words, been ready
'to give trial and effect to the principle of joint action
amongst the different members of the empire in such
cases/
Be this as it may, with Prince Bismarck directing the
helm, there was little opportunity to make up for past
errors, and before the Australian Colonies could take com-
mon action, German New Guinea was an accomplished fact.
An Intercolonial Conference had indeed been held in
November, 1883, at which Mr. Service, the Victorian Prime
Minister, urged the necessity of binding closer the ties
which bond the Colonies to each other by the establishment
of a federal union with regard to such matters as the
Convention might specifically determine. His intention,
apparently, was to bring about a real federal govern-
ment; but the resolutions, which were finally adopted,
only recommended the creation of a federal Austra-
lasian Council for certain specified purposes; among
which the most important was the protection of Austra-
lasian interests in the Pacific. A Bill to this effect was
drafted, establishing a federal Council, possessing legis-
lative but no executive powers, and without the financial
means of enforcing its measures. The Bill only applied
to the Colonies whose legislatures should pass Acts
adopting it; and New South Wales and New Zealand
stood aloof from such legislation. Considering the past
record of the two Colonies, it was somewhat unfortunate
that Mr, Parkes now poured ridicule on a proposal closely
resembling his own of a few years back. The federal
Council he now described as a 'rickety body', likely to
* impede the way for a sure and solid federation'. No good
object could be served by creating a body such as this